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TECH TV GETS THE ANIME ‘SHAFT’

's the scifi anime series ‘4 % a race on the verge of extinction. An elite group of scien-
1 the funky name? Gene- N : ] tists propose a radical and desperate solution—using genetic
aft, baby Awawwy, yeah iA engineering to create a new race of humans gifted with
And that's the series TechTV has ‘Q == special abilities. The plan is a success, and humanity's
picked up to appear in its Anime K v future seems secure.
Unleashed programming block. Two hundred years later, a mysterious
_ "Geneshaft has a particularly R artifact appears in orbit between
strong hard-scHi vision of the future,” Earth and the moon after
says Laura Civiello, TechTV's director 4 scientists discover the
of acquisitions and commissions. “With _:JZ,,. ruins of an ancient
anime unleashed, we especiallly aim alien civilization on
for anime that thoughtfully explores Jupiter's moon
the information of humans and ___g ¥ Ganymede. This seem-
technology. Its future society ingly harmless object has
and its relation to genetic " the potential to obliterate all of human-
engineering and other break- B ity and the entire earth as well. A
throughs are richly detailed, specially assembled team is sent
and this was one of the big on the ship Bilkis with the prototype
draws for us.” : robot “Shaft” to investigate the
Directed by Kazuki Akane (of } artifact. But the artifact itself is
Heat Guy J and Vision of the least of their worries. The Bilkis
Escaflowne fame) and licensed ||

crew is wanted for desertion for
by Bandai Entertainment, Gene- leaving on their mission without
shaft ran 13 episodes in Japan | apparent orders, the Shaft still
in 2001. It was produced by } has kinks to be worked out, and
Bandai Visual and Studio Sate- == a terrorist who will stop at noth-
light, known for their combining l " ing to ensure that the mission fails is
cel and computer generated §

hiding amongst the team.
animation in Metropolis,

“Geneshaft has great action, a com-
Macross Zero and the Vampire plex and welithought-out future world,

Hunter D: Bloodiust Movie. strong characters and a welldone com-

After centuries of abusing and bination of CG and cel work,” says Civielio.
exploiting the earth, humanity is : / "We're excited to show itl” Geneshatt is
BIRL POWER Mia Lotus ieft) and Remmy |\ 7 B tentatively scheduled to premiere next

Leistars are two of the super-powered, genetically-
enginereed crew of the Shaft.

CHECK OUT THE LATEST ANIME
T_'HAT’S ON THE AIR ONLY IN JAPAN
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Every society has people who are home- :
less, friendless and alone. Thes
;'nru invisible to most peo .
these cylmrg assassins mau not be as dead
nmla as then' emplmn helleu Produced
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| for Rico to get her firearms permit.




