
Fur-vrl
Roman matrona and revolutionary
BoRx: c. 85/80 B.c.E.: place untnown
DrED:,10 B.c.L-; Sicyon. Greece
CAUSE oF NoroRrETy: Fuhia led a milirar]

canpaign against Oclavian Caesar on behalfol her
husband Marc Antony.

AcrrvE:4i-40 B.{r .E.
LocALE: Rome. laler Perusia
SENTtrNcE: Exilc 1() Grcccc

EARLY I-IFE
Fulvia (FUHL vee ah) was born sometime during the
early first century r.c.r. to Marcus l,_ulvius Flaccus
Bambulur and Semprcnia. daughter ofGaius G.acchus.
Fulvia s first husband was the demagogue Clodiu!
Pulcher. Aftef his deadl in 52 B.c.t.. Fulvia maried
Scribonius Curio. a tribune who supported Jullus Cae$r
in his ris€ to power. When Scribonirs died, Fulvia wed
her rhird dnd nro,r  ldmou, hu,band. M]Jc Alror ) .  Ac-
cording lo Plutarch, Fulviawas r woman who wasnolin-
rerested in domestic tasks: she dominared Antony both ar
homc and in his polilic.rl acrions.

Por-rrr(:Ar. CAREER
With Antony. Lepidus and Octavian Caesar fonned the
second Roman trium!irate in 44 B.c.r. Fulvia offered her
daughter Clodia (Fulvia'! dau-lhterby Clodius hrlcher)
in mariage !o Octavian to strengthen the political alli
ance between Octavian and Antony. A short tine later.
ihe tiumvirs Octavian (desdned to become lhe firstRo-
man emperor. Anguslus), Lepidus, and Antony divided
the Ronanprovinces xrnong thcnr. Octalirn took charge
ofhaly, whilc Lrpidus look thc wc(cm prolinccs. and
Antony sailcd 1(r Egypl. Thcrc Antony mct thc Egyplian
quecn Clcopatra VII ard bcgan an afflir wiLh hcr.

Whilc Anrony was in Egypl, Fullir w.ts rcprcscnling
his politic.rl inlcrcsls irR(rnc. Oct.rvian wrsplanning Lo
redistribute land! within Irnly to theleteran $oldiers who
had supponed him durin! his rise to power. Fulvia
wanted to delay the redistribution of lard until Antony
returned hom Egypl and asked the vetefans to suppon
Antony. Octavian divorced Clodia ard stafed a propa
ganda campalgn against Fulvia.

lu l \ ra e\enruJl l )  decrd<d In rdLe mrlruD r .  Inr
ngainsl Oclavian. She and her brother-in-law Lucius
Antoniusraised eight legions ofRomrn lroops to support
Anto'y agrin( Octrvian's powcr grrb. According to
Db Crssius. Fullia personxlly lcd t.oops agailsr Octi-

38,1

vian's tbrces in early baltlcs. Her army was able to oc-
cup! rhc r i r )  ' r l  R'rnr '  'n l )  i '  {  a 'h '  n r im. b. lur(  i r  $d.
driven oul xnd retrealcd ro thc cily oiPcrusia. Octavian
laid siege to Perusia during the wintcr oi 4l-40 B.c.E.
and elenlually starlcd Fulvir lnd hcr troops inlosurren-
denng.

LEcaL AcrroN AND OrrrcoMx
During Fulvja s campaign against Octavian. Octavirn
held a gathering of war veterans that nrrned into a de
facto trial. at which Ochvian conlinced the veterans and
his iollowers that Fulvia and Antony sere traitors to
Rome. After the siege ofPerusia, Fulvia sunendered and
was exiled to Sicyon on the Culf of Corinth, where she
fell i1l and died while Antony was on his way io meet her.

IMPAC T'
In a dme when women wcrc expected to run fie house-
hold and raise children, Fulvia was not only abletonise
an army: she also was remcmbered tbr i1. The faci fiat
shc is ihc firsl nonmythologi.xl wonan featurcd on Ro'
man coins spcaks of her inrpotance. Hi(ory considers
her a ir.ri(tronly because she happened ro be on the los
ing side. ff Antony and his supponers had carried thc
day. Fulvia nray well havebeen honored as a heroine bl
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