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one ol rhe slaples ofanime is lhe gianl robol show an dsa lhat
has been done in every way imaginablFircm the bl6ak e{s-
lenla lale n Neon Genesis Evangelion,lo lhe downrightg@ty
Manian Successor Nadesico. Love norhale t. il isa slb-qenre
ofthe medium that has b€en arcund forever and willprcbably
conrinuefor as long asanimation is @ming oul olJapan Thal
said, people's reaction lo Godannarwil probably place th€m
into on6 ol lwo €mps. One q.oop w llno doubl lhow Godan-
naf in tho 'just anorher gianr obotritle categoryand nolgiv€
it a chanc€. The orherq.oop s made upollhe hardcoregianl
robol fans that a€ .eally panicular aboul lhon 'mecha-acl on.
Godannar delinit€ly has th6 polent alto appealio bolh or lhsse
groups. Forrhe hardcoro robot fans Godannarsporls a bevy
ofboaultU m€chs, as wel as some spectacu ar aclion scenes
Th€ animation is lop-nolch and slays consislenl lhmughout lh s
volums Forlans lhal are nolas crazy aboutgianl rcbots,lhe
tirsl batch ofepisod€salso inlroducosa sl€w ol charactors, al
otwhom are rch thrse-dimensional ndividlals wilh nler€slng
back-sloriss. Whie w€ only got a tasl6 of lh€m i. the fi.st vof
um€. Im looking fotuard tolh€so characl6.s g6iling fleshod oul
f lnhsr ln luture€pisodss.Andsp€akingol f l€sh. le€nagoboys
w llb€ glad lo know thal Godanna.also sporls copious smounls
ol lan-s€to c€ A I n all th6 lantaslic aoal tr ol ihe animal on,
p€ned wilh ths inler€sting inrelpay b€twe6n characters, makes
Godannara ssr ieslhat ls l ikolytoapp6al tocasualasw6l las
hadcore anime lans (J T-N)
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lchigo K!rcsakiis a 1s-y€arold boy
who s66sghosls l\,loslly lhes€ spinis
aE haml6ss, unl I lchigo sncounlers a
Hollow. Much mor6 d€struclivslhan your
av€rage und€ad, Hollows ar€ mal6vol6nl
spirits thaican poss6sslh€ lving. forrned
Irom dead people slilltrappod on €arlh.
lchigo is injured durng the Hollow s a
atl€ck, and Rokia Klchik, th€ Shinigami
(dsalh god) sonl to d6strcy tho Hollow'
translsrs hor own mysti€l powors lo
lchigo to savs his lif€ lchigo €nds up
dostroying lh€ Hollow hims€lf, bul is
unable lo lransfe. lh€ p@6.s back lo
Rukia. Now lchigo haslol6am lo conlrol
his d€alh-god pow€6, hunt down Hol-
lows. and dsal wilh thoworstadv66ary
olthem all-tho ngid bur6alc.acy of
th€ afrsnile. Aloachd6picls an inlricato
woid, €sp€ciallylh€ wo d that€ristsal-
16. dsath Inslead ol assuming lhal d€6th
€quals peac€, Elsach shows view6.s thal
human nalu€ doesn l change iusl b6-
caus6 poople di€. The spnib ol th6 d6ad
hav€ sst up SollSocl6ly, an organlzalon
which puitios "good' spinb and destroys
''evil'spirts. Of course, the soulSociely
is lh€ entity that docides which spiils are
good and €vi So while lch 9o is lea.ninq
lob6a d€alh god, Rukia ls leahing how
to lhlnk tor hsrsolfand make decisions
aboutmorals and elhics, instead otblind-
ly follow ng lh€ €dicls of soulsociely.
Fans ol cool fighling scsn€sand amaleur
philosopheF alike w lllind things to enjoy
aboul lhis seres. (CM)
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Ryok a shinigami(god oldealh), s fied ofhis lsrless existen@
To humor hims€lf, hs docides lo accidenlally dop h s Dealh Nole
intolhe humanwo.ld The Dealh Nole s an a.iilacl that possess
tho ab lily to kill anyone who s name s wrirten inro t w thin 40
seonds Th s powodul objecl falls nto the hands ol Light Yagam ,
an incrodbly sman high sch@lstudenl who reads lhe nol€'
books nslruclions and decides lo reshap€ rhe wo d into his own
''paradiso'Wh€l better way io start tha. to killoftlhe crminals?
Howevsr, thegovsrnmsnis olihe wo d stan to lak€ notico that so
many tolons a/e nyslenously dying a.d enlisl the aid or masler
deleclivo "L. So begins lhe cal-and-mols€ chase b6nr.en Lght,
who boi6v€s hims6l ighteous and 1." who s onwaveing in his

Death Nots s a guiiy vr€.ous pl€asure. Who has n€vef w6hed
lhal murderwaslhE €asy? Hate yoor boss?Wrile thoir name
n ths Ooalh Nol6. No more wories Thankfllly, Ohba docded
agar.sl fiafl ng a slory aboul a boy wrting in a book allday The
an by Obala, who is more wellknown lo.draw.9 tr€sh yo!.g
tac€s in Hikaru no Gol. comp6menlslhe tal6 perf€crly with h6avy
linos and copious us€ olshadows and da(s.

A psycholog cal lhr ll€r with supenalura tonos. Dealh Nole has mo
hook€d F@m th6 fasc .ar n9 basis oi a k ll€r norobook ro th6 moral
ambrguily of ils "h6.o, Oealh Note wil koep you think ng w€ | afi6r
voll€ done r€ad.a (PP)
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Nolonly is tyolrlrusty r€viswor Chrisl s s firsl-over anime con,
ilsalso herli6t time n an ari sl all€y promoling th6 s€llpublished
com c sho wrole and hor boylrend Dor€k dr€w Shes nstoous and
a In6 scar€d, and lnfonunatoiy Oer6k s€efis more Inl€resled o
nininq with cut€ cosplayors lhan h€ is in sellng his comicorsp€nd-
ing t m6 wilh h s g nfriend. Al f rst Chfisli€ accepls his b€havior.
bll thats bofore sh€ makes n€wfri€nds atlhe coo lik6 ltatt a
cote, shy. cosplay€r who s also h€ p ng a lr6nd out in the arr sl

Thals wh6. sh€ discovored Oramacon Eocauss Chmakova is
both thowit€r and lhe anisl,lh€ words and ad @mpl6me.l6ach
othsrand comb n€ ssamlosslvlo t6llth6 stod Chmakola act!
aly usos chibis as an eff€cllve slory,l6ling device ralher lhan jlst
lhrow ng lh6m in as a cut6 gag O6spile D.ama@n s I qhlheaned
lone Chmakova confienls on senous issu€slhatyo!ng women
hav€ lo fac6 in roalionships ( rke b€ing disr€spectod by your

Anyonowho has €v6r b66n to an anrme conv€nlion n6eds ro read
lh s manga Anyon€ who has eve. worksd in anistaley needs
to buy th s nanga then buy copi€s for all of lheir lriends Chma'
kova absolutely na ls lhe crazy, €xcning atmosphereoran anime
co.vention-slufi ike the grganlc dealers foom, c.ushing porttolio
r6v ews croepylenlacle henlar, ncredible coslomes, and allthe
pocky (o. accordrns tolhrs book. pawky )you can ingesl (cM)
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